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For most of us, unemployment is measured in monthly 

statistics. For the unemployed, however, their quest to 

find meaningful work can feel like an unending struggle.

Mammad Aidani’s play In the Mirror explores the agonising 

experience of two long-term unemployed Australians – local lad 

Shaun and refugee Virginia – as they prepare for the uncertainty 

and trauma of yet another job interview.

Through their existential reflections, we come to understand 

what it’s like to be a member of one of the most demonised 

groups in our society; to pit hope against pessimism for the 

umpteenth time; to persevere in the face of repeated rejection. 

The mirrors which Shaun and Virginia use to rehearse their job 

interviews in become powerful symbols of their plight.

Their anguish is juxtaposed against the vapid musings of an out-

of-touch and narrow-minded interview panel, who lack a mirror 

in which to see themselves as the power-addled narcissists they 

prove to be.

In the Mirror is a powerful piece of theatre, which strives to 

reflect the truths of our own society, which we often try to 

forget.

Mammad Aidani has succeeded in humanising one of the most 

misunderstood aspects of our welfare system: the lived 

experience of our unemployed.

“…This play represents a voice from newcomers to our society 

who write from its margins with powerful representations of both 

the other, and ourselves.” –The Age
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La Mama is f inancial ly assisted by the Austral ian Government through the Austral ia Council – i ts arts funding and advisory body, Restart Investment to Sustain and Expand (RISE) 
Fund - an Austral ian Government init iat ive, the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria, and the City of Melbourne through the Arts and Creative Partnerships Program .  We 
are grateful to al l  our philanthropic partners and donors, advocates, volunteers, audiences, art ists and our entire community as we work towards the La Mama rebuild. Thank you!

https://lamama.com.au/whats-on/summer-autumn-2021/in-the-mirror-2021/



