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“God put you here to embody all that’s vile in the hearts 
of men.”

Toby is a social outcast living in a dark and disturbing land. 
Robbed by his best friend, hounded by the authorities, and 
branded a ‘gypsy,’ he traverses a difficult path, unearthing more 
about virtue and honesty than he anticipated.
 
An ensemble work with an inspired cast of six characters, Director 
Louise Howlett said, “TOBY has been totally re-envisaged in 
light of the Covid pandemic. It inspired us to create a show we 
couldn’t have imagined before it hit and has, ironically, added to 
the production. We’re now using  double projection and layered 
scrims to create a striking hybrid mix of live, digital, and shadow 
theatre, accompanied by a stunning soundtrack.”

“As a theatre company increasingly working at the intersection 
of performance and digital technology, we really wanted to 
enhance the wonder of live performance and the element of 
surprise, which is what makes theatre such a vibrant art form.”
 
“The story itself is an emotional and occasionally darkly humorous 
ride. The supernatural elements act as a reminder that we’re all 
merely specks in a large universe and anything could change at 
any time, which is something else that living and working during 
a global pandemic has taught us.”

TOBY, by award-winning writer Abe Pogos, examines the 
underlying, insidious ways that power structures are formed and 
how toxic corruption can erode a culture from the inside.

First performed at La Mama in 2004 and published in 2005, 
TOBY is a classic tale that refocuses and sharpens our thoughts 
about what it is to be ‘the other’ in a heartless world. A black 
comic fable set in 19th century Europe, the play has enormous 
resonance with the global realities of today, but still allows the 
audience enough distance to laugh grimly at the skewed politics 
of Toby’s village.

“…utterly brilliant” – AU Review
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La Mama is f inancial ly assisted by the Austral ian Government through the Austral ia Council – i ts arts funding and advisory body, Restart Investment to Sustain and Expand (RISE) 
Fund - an Austral ian Government init iat ive, the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria, and the City of Melbourne through the Arts and Creative Partnerships Program .  We 
are grateful to al l  our philanthropic partners and donors, advocates, volunteers, audiences, art ists and our entire community as we work towards the La Mama rebuild. Thank you!
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